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This house is where former President Choi Kyu-hah (1919. 7. 16~2006. 10. 22)
lived for about 30 years, from 1973 to 1976 when he was appointed prime
minister and moved to the official residence of prime minister and from 1980
when he resided from the presidency to 2006, the year he died. It is a structure
of one basement and two over ground floors built with reinforced concrete
and bricks and covered with cement roof tiles, exhibiting the characteristic
features of the urban house very popular in the 1970's. The house is regarded
as a valuable historical asset particularly with respect to the Korea's political
turbulence in the 1970s and 1980s, and contains a fine collection of the
president’s personal belongings reflecting his simple, frugal life.
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The house was one of the houses supplied in large quantities in the 1970s in an
effort to improve the existing houses. Visitors can see how the master bedroom,
the study, and the basement were used during his lifetime. The objects that he
used as public official, such as appointment certificate as prime minister, and old
objects including a 50-year-old electric fan can be seen here and there.
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Choi Kyu-hah carried out fruitful activities as a career diplomat,
playing a role in the establishment of the Asia-Pacific Council (ASPAC)
in the 1960s. During the first oil shock in 1973, he helped the country
secure oil supply through a meeting with the king of Saudi Arabia.
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As Prime Minister, he spent weekends visiting onsites and set an example,
striving to get rid of public officials’ corrupt practices. He was elected
President in 1979. Eight months later, he resigned as President with the
emergence of the neo-military coup group (Singunbu) and peoples fierce
struggle for democratization. He spent the rest of his life quietly at his house
in Seogyo-dong
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His motto was “Diligent efforts get rewarded” He not only stressed the
importance of integrity among his children, he also practiced it as a public
official. The former first couple lived frugally, avoiding extravagance.




