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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Social Meaning of Animal Rights Movement

Seen through the Activists’ Experiences

Jo Jungheon
Dept. of Sociology
The Graduate School,

Hanyang University

In this paper, I tried to explain the attribute of the power relations
between human and non human animals in anthropocentrism, and the
social meaning of animal rights movement seen through the activists'
experiences. For this work, I've had in—depth interviews with ten activists

of animal rights movement. The results are as follows.

First, animals are excluded from our moral community through
otherization based on difference between 'superior human' and 'inferior
animals', so that their interests are not considered in our community.
Speciesism divides humans and non-human-animals into hierarchy and
expels animals out of human areas. But the structure can be challenged

by individuals.
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Most of Interviewees are motivated to participate the animal rights
movement by meeting animal which is suffered. They feel empathy
equating themselves to animals and imagining animals' position. After the
experience, they try to include animals as members of the moral

community considering the interests.

Second, discrimination and otherization to animals creating a difference
in hierarchy justify the domination and oppression of them, and make
unequal relationship feel natural. Animals' experiences of suffering - for
example in the process of slaughter - are concealed in the system
because humans feel uncomfortable before the brutal exploitation. Humans
avoid their responsibility for animals ignoring their suffering and sacrifice
to keep the privilege, and they rationalize the use of animals through the
logic of consistency like "all living things are equally precious in our
eating grass, so eating all the other animals also are not morally
problematic."

The animal rights activists reflect and resist the dominance and human
privilege in the system. That resistance is being practiced in a way that
provides people the opportunity to reflect our everyday lives associated
with the dominance of animals and to escape inertia enduring emotional

uncomfort.

Third, the activists also reflect themselves and their movement resisting
human dominance structure. Firstly, they take warning falling into the
self-sacrifice to help the suffered animals. Secondly, they keep
considering the methodology of their movement especially to avoid
emotional bias. Thirdly, they always are considering if they are thinking
and making decisions from the perspective of the animal, because the
activists should speak for the voiceless who have very different
recognition and language compared to humans.

'Others-centered thinking' is put in the center of all these

self-reflexivity of the activists.
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Finally, following the process of animal rights movement, Animal
problems is interpreted as the context of power-relations to activists, and
the attribute of their action are changing from protection of animals to
animal rights movement.

They recognize animals as a 'minority’ who becomes the object of
discrimination and dominance based on difference, and also recognize
them as 'the most marginalized' minority group with the lowest social
status and voice.

Because a third party act in an agent for animal rights movement
(whereas oppressed group itself could be the main agent of the
resistance in other minority movements), the activists constantly keep
trying to be on the position of animals in 'others—centered thinking'.

On the contrary that anthropocentrism which rejects others' perspectives
causes oppression of animals, animal rights movement is trying to make
animals the subject of rights in reflexivity and thinking from the

perspective of others.

In conclusion, there is a need of our openness toward others thinking on
their position rather than self-centered perspective to truly communicate
with others.

In addition, understanding and reflecting the Interconnection between
others' suffering and our privilege in the unequal power relations is
required. The resistance to the system oppressing minority can be
achieved with understand and rejection to the mechanism of discrimination

and dominance.

* Keywords : animal rights, animal rights movement, others, minority,

empathy, reflexivity, suffering

- 160 -



P

o)

ol
ol

Tl

20 A-&elel I

2F

ok
ol

5
T

S
i

B!
0
R0
a0
™
110

RT
)

il

i

x4
X

M, XN=w==2] X%

i0)
X0

Kr
ol
Il d
H

o

ot=

<

Tor

ol

<l
KJ
R
0
ol
Ulo

R

I

KA
il

KA

ok

X0
KM
0H

H

UK

JJ

()]

02

I9)
H

ok
10

RO
-

&l

2013.01.01

-

ol
@

ol

=
ior

ol

o]

)
KO
KA




Declaration of Ethical Conduct in Research

|, as a graduate student of Hanyang University, hereby declare that |
have abided by the following Code of Research Ethics while writing
this dissertation thesis, during my degree program.

"First, | have strived to be honest in my conduct, to produce valid
and reliable research conforming with the guidance of my thesis
supervisor, and | affirm that my thesis contains honest, fair and
reasonable conclusions based on my own careful research under
the guidance of my thesis supervisor.

Second, | have not committed any acts that may discredit or
damage the credibility of my research. These include, but are not
limited to: falsification, distortion of research findings or
plagiarism."

2013.01.01

Degree : Ph.D.
Department : DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
Thesis Supervisor : Professor Shim, Young—Hee

Name : Jo, Jungheon (Signature)




