Chauhdry's of Gujrat

The members of Chaudhry Family

· Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi (Late) (A seasoned parliamentarian who played a major role in restoration of democracy and human rights in Pakistan) 

· Chaudhry Shujat Hussain (Prime Minister of Pakistan - June - August 2004) 

· Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi (Chief Minister of Punjab - October - 2002 to October 2007) 

· Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain (Younger brother of Chaudhry Shujat Hussain,Member of National Assembly) 

· Chaudhry Shafaat Hussain (Younger brother of Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and the District Nazim of Gujrat since 2001) 

· Moonis Elahi (Son of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, Member of Punjab Assembly) 

Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi
	Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi

	Born
	Gujrat, Pakistan

	Died
	25 September 1981
Gujrat, Pakistan

	Occupation
	Politician

	Relatives
	Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, son, Prime Minister of Pakistan in 2004


Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi (died 25 September 1981) was a politician from Gujrat, Punjab, Pakistan. Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi founded a political family of Pakistan.

He began his career in the late 1930s as a police constable of the Punjab, although after allegations of corruption which were not proved he was dismissed from the force[1] . He eventually started his business in joint cooperation with His Brother Ch. Manzoor Elahi, who was a textile engineer. .They jointly purchased and operated a textile mill after independence of Pakistan.[2] He settled in Gujrat. He was a Jat of the Warriach clan[3]. He entered local politics in the 1950s.[4] During Ayub Khan's time, Zahoor Elahi aspired to be governor of West Pakistan, Nawab of Kalabagh Amir Mohammad Khan, the incumbent governor, jokingly told his friends that if Elahi were not careful, he would put him in his proper place and reinstate him a constable[1]. As secretary-general to the Convention Muslim League, he came to oppose Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.[5] In his conflict with Bhutto, he was imprisoned, and family property was taken by the Government[6], he was assassinated in 1981.
Early life
The family of a peasants, late became known as Chaudhry Sardar Khan, is spread over two generations in their 62-year struggle from 1939 to 2001. His two sons Chaudhry Manzur Elahi and Chaudhry Zahur Elahi and his grandsons Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi gained their present status due to their struggles. They are reaping the fruits of the foundation laid by their forefathers.

Chaudhry Manzur Elahi, father of Chaudhry Parvez Elahi is the elder brother of late Chaudhry Zahur Elahi raised in Gujrat, Chaudry Manzur Elahi left his hometown in 1939 to pursue further studies. He received his degree in textile engineering from Amritsar in 1940.

Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi was enlisted as a constable in the Punjab Police in the late nineteen thirties.

Business
Upon his return from Amritsar, Chaudry Manzur Elahi teamed up with his brother to develop their textile business. In 1947-48, he Established two textile units under the names of Gujrat Silk Mills and Pakistan Textile Mills. In 1950, the business was expanded to Lahore where they established Parvez Textile Mills, specializing in weaving, finishing and dyeing. In 1951-52, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi went to Japan to import textile machinery for his Gujrat and Lahore units. Armed with his textile education and superior business ethics, Chaudry Manzur Elahi’s textile units continued to flourish under his leadership. The family continued to dedicate their energies to their business and set up Modern Flour Mills in Lahore and Rawalpindi. Family is accused of loan defaults.

Early political career
In 1956, Chaudry Zahur Elahi decided to enter politics, however, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi remained committed to the business. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was elected Chairman of the Gujrat District Board in 1958, and thereafter devoted his efforts solely for the welfare and uplift of the people of his area. The same year, Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was also elected Director of the National Bank of Pakistan. He was elected continuously as Director for the next twelve years.

In 1958, General Ayub Khan came to power through martial law. He enforced the Elected Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDO) for the disqualification of politicians for the next five years. The politicians were given two options: either to retire voluntarily or to face the consequences of the Government’s action. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was the only politician, in the entire West Pakistan province, who challenged the EBDO. Despite being cleared by the EBDO Tribunal for all charges, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was victimized by the Martial Law regime and was sentenced to six months imprisonment. He was elected Member of National Assembly in 1962 and consequently became Secretary General of the Pakistan Muslim League’s Parliamentary Party of United Pakistan. Around this time the family purchased Pakistan Times.

1970s
Chaudhry Zahur Elahi continued to gain popularity in the political scene and was elected to the National Assembly in 1970. He was among the few members of the Pakistan Muslim League to get elected. East Pakistan was seceded in 1971 following emergence of Mr. Z. A Bhutto in politics. On his coming to power, Z.A. Bhutto nationalized a number of industries including flour mills. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was among the nine opposition parliamentary leaders who were thrown out of the Parliament House by the Bhutto regime. During the Bhutto regime, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was politically harassed on a number of incidents such as the alleged buffalo theft case and the so-called Iraqi arms for Balochistan case. He was involved in several fabricated cases, one of which was delivering an anti-government speech in Pearl Continental, Karachi.In some of the cases Mr.Shaukat Goraya helped Mr.Zahur Elahi. A special tribunal sentenced him to imprisonment for five years. He remained imprisoned in different jails but s erved mostly in the Karachi jail. Bhutto also planned to assassinate Chaudhry Zahur Elahi, and had in fact, given orders to the then Balochistan Governor Akbar Bugti to eliminate Chaudry Zahur Elahi. Akbar Bugti refused the orders. Pakistan National Alliance gained momentum following the 1977 rigged elections, when General Zia-ul-Haq seized power and announced to hold fresh elections.

Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was released from jail and he launched his election campaign from Gujrat and Constituency No.3 of Lahore against Bhutto. However, these elections were postponed. Due to the deteriorating financial situation of the nationalized industries, the Zia regime decided to return these industries to their original owners. The Chaudhry family took charge of their flourmills with a new determination.

1980s
Following General Zia’s actions against the Bhutto family, Murtaza Bhutto formed Al - Zulfiqar, a terrorist organization.Ghulam Mustafa khar then contacted Ch.Shaukat Nawaz Goraya in London, who was the right hand of Chauhdry Zahur Elahi and was also the nephew of Mr.Sarfraz Goraya who from 1937-1969 consecutively was elected as MLA and MNA,to calm down Mr Zahur Elahi and warn him of Murtaza Bhutto. But he did not listen to Mr.Shaukat Goraya.And Chaudhry Zahur Elahi became the first victim of Al - Zulfiqar when he was assassinated in Lahore in September 1981. Murtaza Bhutto publicly accepted responsibility for the assassination in his interview with BBC.

At this juncture, the Chaudhry family decided that Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi (sons of the two brothers) should take charge of the family business as well as to enter politics. In 1982, Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Chairman of District Council Gujrat and remained Chairman for several years due to his popularity. In the 1985 non-party based elections, Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly respectively.

Despite being their political responsibilities, both cousin brothers attended to their business as well. In 1987, the family diversified into the sugar industry. They set up two sugar mills, at Mian Channu (Khanewal) and at Phalia (Mandi Bahauddin). The family also expanded their textile business by entering spinning and cotton yarn in 1990-91 and consequently set up two separate units in Gujrat and Mandi Bahauddin.

In 1988 Benazir Bhutto came to power and followed the footsteps of her family in victimizing the Chaudhry family. Her government issued orders to all banks to stop issuing working capital to the industrial units owned by the Chaudries, thus making them engineered defaulters. The family sought relief from the courts and continued their business on borrowing from the private sector.

1990s
From 1993-97, several cases were registered against Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi. They were detained in Adiyla Jail Rawalpindi for several months.Although they were deep involve in corruption In the 1997 election, the two cousins were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly with majority votes and held important ministries. Chaudry Shujaat Hussain was the Interior Minister while Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Speaker of the Punjab Assembly with overwhelming majority.

Family
· Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain[2], son, former Prime Minister of Pakistan in 2004 

· Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain, son 

· Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi[7], Son inlaw and nephew, Former Chief Minister of Punjab (Pakistan) from 2002–2007 

· Chaudhry Shafaat Hussain, son 

	History


	

	The family of a middle class agriculturist, late Chaudhry Sardar Khan, is spread over two generations in their 62-year struggle from 1939 t o 2001. His two sons Chaudhry Manzur Elahi and Chaudhry Zahur Elahi and his grandsons Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi gained their present status due to their hard work, devotion, sincerity and honesty. They are reaping the fruits of the foundation laid by their forefathers. The social service rendered by this family has also its history. Their efforts for the development and prosperity of the area as well as help and assistance to the needy are no more secret.

Chaudhry Manzur Elahi, father of Chaudhry Parvez Elahi is the elder brother of late Chaudhry Zahur Elahi raised in Gujrat, Chaudry Manzur Elahi left his hometown in 1939 to pursue further studies. He received his degree in textile engineering from Amritsar in 1940.

Upon his return from Amritsar, Chaudry Manzur Elahi teamed up with his brother to develop their textile business. In 1947-48, he Established two textile units under the names of Gujrat Silk Mills and Pakistan Textile Mills. In 1950, the business was expanded to Lahore where they established Parvez Textile Mills, specializing in weaving, finishing and dyeing. In 1951-52, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi went to Japan to import textile machinery for his Gujrat and Lahore units. Armed with his textile education and superior business ethics, Chaudry Manzur Elahi’s textile units continued to flourish under his leadership. The family continued to dedicate their energies to their business and set up Modern Flour Mills in Lahore and Rawalpindi.

In 1956, Chaudry Zahur Elahi decided to enter politics, however, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi remained committed to the business. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was elected Chairman of the Gujrat District Board in 1958, and thereafter devoted his efforts solely for the welfare and uplift of the people of his area. The same year, Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was also elected Director of the National Bank of Pakistan. He was elected continuously as Director for the next twelve years.

In 1958, General Ayub Khan came to power through martial law. He enforced the Elected Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDO) for the disqualification of politicians for the next five years. The politicians were given two options: either to retire voluntarily or to face the consequences of the Government’s action. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was the only politician, in the entire West Pakistan province, who challenged the EBDO. Despite being cleared by the EBDO Tribunal for all charges, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was victimized by the Martial Law regime and was sentenced to six months imprisonment. He was elected Member of National Assembly in 1962 and consequently became Secretary General of the Pakistan Muslim League’s Parliamentary Party of United Pakistan. Around this time the family purchased Pakistan Times.

Chaudhry Zahur Elahi continued to gain popularity in the political scene and was elected to the National Assembly in 1970. He was among the few members of the Pakistan Muslim League to get elected. East Pakistan was seceded in 1971 following emergence of Mr. Z. A Bhutto in politics. On his coming to power, Z.A. Bhutto nationalized a number of industries including flour mills. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was among the nine opposition parliamentary leaders who were thrown out of the Parliament House by the Bhutto regime. During the Bhutto regime, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was politically harassed on a number of incidents such as the alleged buffalo theft case and the so-called Iraqi arms for Balochistan case. He was involved in several fabricated cases, one of which was delivering an anti-government speech in Pearl Continental, Karachi. A special tribunal sentenced him to imprisonment for five years. He remained imprisoned in different jails but s erved mostly in the Karachi jail. Bhutto also planned to assassinate Chaudhry Zahur Elahi, and had in fact, given orders to the then Balochistan Governor Akbar Bugti to eliminate Chaudry Zahur Elahi. Akbar Bugti refused the orders. Pakistan National Alliance gained momentum following the 1977 rigged elections, when General Zia-ul-Haq seized power and announced to hold fresh elections.

Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was released from jail and he launched his election campaign from Gujrat and Constituency No.3 of Lahore against Bhutto. However, these elections were postponed. Due to the deteriorating financial situation of the nationalized industries, the Zia regime decided to return these industries to their original owners. The Chaudhry family took charge of their flourmills with a new determination.

Following General Zia’s actions against the Bhutto family, Murtaza Bhutto formed Al - Zulfiqar, a terrorist organization. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was the first victim of Al - Zulfiqar when he was assassinated in Lahore in September 1981. Murtaza Bhutto publicly accepted responsibility for the assassination in his interview with BBC.

At this juncture, the Chaudhry family decided that Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi (sons of the two brothers) should take charge of the family business as well as to enter politics. In 1982, Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Chairman of District Council Gujrat and remained Chairman for several years due to his popularity. In the 1985 non-party based elections, Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly respectively.

Despite being their political responsibilities, both cousin brothers attended to their business as well. In 1987, the family diversified into the sugar industry. They set up two sugar mills, at Mian Channu (Khanewal) and at Phalia (Mandi Bahauddin). The family also expanded their textile business by entering spinning and cotton yarn in 1990-91 and consequently set up two separate units in Gujrat and Mandi Bahauddin.

In 1988 Benazir Bhutto came to power and followed the footsteps of her family in victimizing the Chaudhry family. Her government issued orders to all banks to stop issuing working capital to the industrial units owned by the Chaudries , thus making them engineered defaulters. The family sought relief from the courts and continued their business on borrowing from the private sector. In 1997 when he interim Government announced that no one would be allowed to contest in the elections without clearing their loans, the family faced serious financial problems. They managed to sell their sugar and cotton yarn in advance for coming two years at lower rates to repay their loans. Upholding their family values, the Chaudries have paid billions of Rupees in the form of various taxes and duties and continues to do so. The family has neither applied nor got any loan written off. Individually Chaudhry Shujat and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi are among the politicians paying highest taxes.

From 1993-97, several fictitious cases were registered against Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi. They were detained in Adiyla Jail Rawalpindi for several months. In the 1997 election, the two cousins were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly with majority votes and held important ministries. Chaudry Shujaat Hussain was the Interior Minister while Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Speaker of the Punjab Assembly with overwhelming majority.

Till date, the Chaudries continue to devote their time towards the social and political welfare of Pakistan. Chaudry Shujaat Hussain and Chaudry Parvez Elahi are still an integral part of the Pakistan Muslim League’s core and are committed in doing their part for Pakistan’s prosperity. The modestjourney, which started from Gujrat in 1939, continues. The present military government awarded the Chaudries by awarding them a “Character Certificate” in November 1999. On the business end, the FPCCI honored Kunjah Textiles, with an award in textile export excellence. Although the family has been plagued by victimization from their political enemies and has suffered many hardships, they continue to build the foundation laid by their forefathers.

The family has the prayers of thousands of families and well-wishers and hence, the march is continuing by the Grace of Allah.



Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain
	Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain

	

Prime Minister of Pakistan

	In office
30 June 2004 – 20 August 2004

	Preceded by
	Zafarullah Khan Jamali

	Succeeded by
	Shaukat Aziz

	


	Born
	January 27, 1946 (1946-01-27) (age 64)
Gujrat, British India

	Political party
	Pakistan Muslim League (Q)

	Religion
	Islam


Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain (Urdu: چودھری شجاعت حسین) (born January 27, 1946) is a politician from Pakistan who was the Prime Minister of that country from June 30, 2004 until August 28, 2004. He hails from the province of the Punjab, where his cousin Chaudhry Pervez Elahi served as Chief Minister from 2002 to 2007.

Politics



PML(Q) Chairman Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain with Xinjiang Medical University President
Chaudhry Shujaat became a member of the federal parliament (Majlis-e-Shoora) in 1981 and until 1985 when he contested in the general election from Gujrat on both the National and Punjab Assemblies seats. After the elections he had to vacate his Punjab Assembly seat in favour of the National Assembly seat he had one and he became a member of the then Prime Minister Muhammad Khan Junejo’s cabinet as the Industries Minister. He served a further 4 terms as a member of the national assembly after being elected (1988, 1990, 1997, 2002). He also acted as the parliamentary party leader of the PML-N in the National Assembly. Over the years he held several portfolios as a Federal Minister including Information and Broadcasting (1986), Industries and Production (1987–1988), Interior (1990–1993), and Interior & Narcotics Control (1997–1999). Chaudhry Shujaat was an active political leader as well, heading the Parliamentary Party of Joint Opposition in the National Assembly from 1988 to 1990. He was President of the Pakistan Muslim League (N) in Punjab from 1997 to 1999, led the Parliamentary Party then called PML-Q beginning in December 2002, was President of the Pakistan Muslim League in January 2003 and was elected President of Pakistan Muslim League on May 12, 2004.[citation needed]
On the international scene, he has been named an Honorary Consul General in the Republic of South Korea (1982) and was awarded Korea's highest diplomatic award Order of the Diplomatic Service Merit "Ueung-in-Metal" for distinguished services in promoting mutual relations between Pakistan and Republic of Korea.




Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, then Pakistan's interim Prime Minister, sees off U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, after their July 2004 meeting at the Prime Minister's residence in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Nepotism
Ch: Shujaat Hussain and Ch: Wajahat Hussain, both brothers were MNA from Gujrat and now again Chaudry Shujaat Hussain become a senater without any competition in february 2009 senate election in Pakistan .Chaudry Shujaat Hussain's Family called Chaudry family, are very wel-known and powerful espacially in Punjab ,etc Gujrat,Mandi bahauddin,Bhalwal,Sargodha,Atock, has very close ties,relationship with Gondal,Harl ,Noon ,Piracha ,Cheema,Warraich families in Bhalwal and Sargodha. The niece of both brothers, Eman Naseem, who is daughter of Maj R Tahir Sadiq, accommodated as MNA from Attock. The daughter of their cousin Ch: Tajammal Husain, Tanzeela Amir Cheema was accommodated on women reserved seat. She is the wife of AAmir Sultan Cheema from Sargodha, minister of Punjab and daughter in law of Ch: Anwar Ali Cheema, MNA from Sargodha,Bhalwal and wife of Anwar Sultan Cheema, MPA of Punjab. Younger brother Ch: Shufaat Husain is Nazim of Distt: Gujrat. First cousin Ch: Parvez Elahi is Chief Minister of Punjab.

Prime minister of Pakistan
After the Nawaz Sharif government was overthrown by General Pervez Musharraf on October 12, 1999, several PML-N dissidents formed a group under Mian Muhammad Azhar's leadership. Earlier, Chaudhry Shujaat did not join any group, but after Nawaz Sharif's exile, he also joined Mian Azhar and formed the Pakistan Muslim League (Q) in March 2001. In the general election of October 2002, Chaudhry Shujaat was elected to the National Assembly. He has also been elected unopposed for three years in a row as president of the PML (Q), which was Pakistan's ruling party from 2006 to 2008.

Ch. Shujaat Hussain, who heads the ruling faction of the Pakistan Muslim League, PML (QA) took the post in a caretaker position on June 30, 2004 four days after Zafarullah Jamali resigned all of a sudden. Chaudhry Shujaat was elected leader of the house after securing 190 whereas his opponent ARD’s Makhdoom Amin Fahim got 76 votes. With a 27-member Cabinet, Ch. Shujaat Hussain announced after taking oath as Prime Minister of Pakistan: "We will continue to pursue the policies of the President with regard to good governance and economic development". Prime Minister Ch. Shujaat Hussain announced formation of a special parliamentary committee to resolve Balochistan crisis by initiating political dialogue and giving representation all parliamentary parties of the upper House in the committee and offered to act as a member of the committee to resolve the problem through talks. Taking into consideration that "the success of the next government will be evaluated on its economic performance," he said this very thinking led the Pakistan Muslim League and its allied parties to select Finance Minister Shaukat Aziz as the next executive head of the country. In an interview, he said: "My nomination by Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali and nomination of Shaukat Aziz after consulting the President were in line with the set traditions. There should be no hue and cry over such technicalities". Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain expressed gratitude to Almighty Allah for being the first elected Prime Minister in the country’s history to leave the office, after discharging his obligations (only for 45 days), with dignity and honor.

A notable contribution of the 22nd Prime Minister during his short tenure is the introduction of the Defamation (Amendment) Bill that was hurriedly passed by the Parliament to protect the dignity, reputation and esteem of a person from any false and wanton accusation imposing enhanced punishments for libel. Most probably through the new Defamation Bill, he wanted to save all those from being regularly accused of getting huge bank loans which were later on written off.

Ch. Shujaat Hussain also directed the Punjab Government to declare village Gah in District Chakwal — birthplace of Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh — as a model village and the Government Boys Primary School at Gah as the 'Manmohan Singh Government Boys Primary School', as a gesture of goodwill to strengthen the peace process between Pakistan and India. Dr. Singh's family migrated to the Indian side of Punjab before Partition. When he became Prime Minister in May, there were celebrations in the Pakistani village where he was born and attended the primary school.

Another significant announcement made by him was that the coffin of Chaudhry Rehmat Ali, who evolved the nomenclature 'Pakistan' before partition, will be brought to Pakistan later this year for a formal burial in Pakistan. Chaudhry Rehmat Ali who is well-known for his historic pamphlet "Now or Never; Are we to live or perish forever?" had died in February 1951 and was buried in Cambridge City graveyard. Later, he coined the word 'Pakistan' for the Muslims who lived in the five northern states of India - Punjab, North West Frontier (Afghan) Province, Kashmir, Sindh and Balochistan.

Ch Shujaat Hussain was proved the best opposition and also Ruling leader and also prime minister of Pakistan in 2002 to 2008. On July 9, 2007, he led a delegation that attempted to negotiate with militants besieged in the Red Mosque in Islamabad shortly before the military stormed the mosque compound early the next day.[1]
Shujaat was a candidate in the February 2008 parliamentary election for a seat from Gujrat (NA-105), where he faced Ahmad Mukhtar of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), and a seat from Sialkot (NA-112).[2] In what was considered an upset, he was defeated by Mukhtar in Gujrat. He was also defeated in Sialkot.[3] Shujaat subsequently accepted the PML-Q's defeat in the election and said that it was free and fair.[4]
Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain
Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain, also known as "Commander Gujrat", son of Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi, was born in 1960 in Gujrat. He is a graduate of George Washington University in USA where he completed a Bachelors degree in Political Science. For his primary and high school, he attended the famous[peacock term] Aitchison College Lahore, where many successful[peacock term] Pakistani businessmen and politicians have attended.His sons name is moosa ch.he is like a driver.

He comes from a renowned[peacock term] political family. Wajahat is a businessman and an agriculturist, who is President of Pakistan Muslim League, District Gujrat.

He was elected to the Provincial Assembly in 1988, 1990 and 1997. He was elected MNA in 2002 and 2008 election. Former Prime Minister of Pakistan and President of PML, is his brother, and Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, former Chief Minister of Punjab is his brother-in-law. He is serving as a member of the National Assembly of Pakistan. He has been elected to the National assembly two times from to NA 104[clarification needed].

Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
	Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
چودہری پرویز الہی

	

Former Chief Minister of Punjab

	In office
29 November 2002 – 22 November 2007

	Preceded by
	Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif

	Succeeded by
	Shiekh Ejaz Nisar (caretaker)

	Constituency
	Gujrat

	


	Born
	1 November 1945
Gujrat

	Citizenship
	Pakistani

	Political party
	Pakistan Muslim League (Q)

	Residence
	Lahore

	Religion
	Sunni Islam


Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi (Punjabi, Urdu: چودہری پرویز الہی) (born 1 November 1945), is a Pakistani politician. He was the Chief Minister of Pakistan's most populous province, Punjab, from 2002 to 2007.

Background
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi is a son of Chaudhry Manzoor Elahi and nephew of late Pakistani politician Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi. Zahoor (also known Sher Of Gujrat or The Loin Of Gujrat) started life as a policeman but due to his honesty and greatness he become popular in politics. His family is commonly referred to as Chaudhrys of Gujrat and they were born into a Waraich family of Jats.

History Of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi And His Faimly
The family of a middle class agriculturist, late Chaudhry Sardar Khan, is spread over two generations in their 70-year old struggle from 1930 to 2000. His two sons Chaudhry Manzur Elahi and Chaudhry Zahur Elahi and his grandsons Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi gained their present status due to their honesty . the foundation laid by their The social service rendered by this family has also its history (not!). Their efforts for the development and prosperity of the area as well as help and assistance to the needy are no more secret.

Chaudhry Manzur Elahi, father of Chaudhry Parvez Elahi is the elder brother of late Chaudhry Zahur Elahi raised in Gujrat, Chaudry Manzur Elahi left his hometown in 1939 to pursue further studies. He received his degree in textile engineering from Amritsar in 1940.

Upon his return from amritsar, Chaudry Manzur Elahi teamed up with his brother to develop their textile business. In 1947-48, he Established two textile units under the names of Gujrat Silk Mills and Pakistan Textile Mills. In 1950, the business was expanded to Lahore where they established Parvez Textile Mills, specializing in weaving, finishing and dyeing. In 1951-52, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi went to Japan to import textile machinery for his Gujrat and Lahore units. Armed with his textile education and superior business ethics, Chaudry Manzur Elahi’s textile units continued to flourish under his leadership. The family continued to dedicate their energies to their business and set up Modern Flour Mills in Lahore and Rawalpindi.

In 1956, Chaudry Zahur Elahi decided to enter politics, however, Chaudhry Manzur Elahi remained committed to the business. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was elected Chairman of the Gujrat District Board in 1958, and thereafter devoted his efforts solely for the welfare and uplift of the people of his area. The same year, Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was also elected Director of the National Bank of Pakistan. He was elected continuously as Director for the next twelve years.

In 1958, General Ayub Khan came to power through martial law. He enforced the Elected Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDO) for the disqualification of politicians for the next five years. The politicians were given two options: either to retire voluntarily or to face the consequences of the Government’s action. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was the only politician, in the entire West Pakistan province, who challenged the EBDO. Despite being cleared by the EBDO Tribunal for all charges, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was victimized by the Martial Law regime and was sentenced to six months imprisonment. He was elected Member of National Assembly in 1962 and consequently became Secretary General of the Pakistan Muslim League’s Parliamentary Party of United Pakistan. Around this time the family purchased Pakistan Times.

Chaudhry Zahur Elahi continued to gain popularity in the political scene and was elected to the National Assembly in 1970. He was among the few members of the Pakistan Muslim League to get elected. East Pakistan was seceded in 1971 following emergence of Mr. Z. A Bhutto in politics. On his coming to power, Z.A. Bhutto nationalized a number of industries including flour mills. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was among the nine opposition parliamentary leaders who were thrown out of the Parliament House by the Bhutto regime. During the Bhutto regime, Chaudry Zahur Elahi was politically harassed on a number of incidents such as the alleged buffalo theft case and the so-called Iraqi arms for Balochistan case. He was involved in several fabricated cases, one of which was delivering an anti-government speech in Pearl Continental, Karachi. A special tribunal sentenced him to imprisonment for five years. He remained imprisoned in different jails but s erved mostly in the Karachi jail. Bhutto also planned to assassinate Chaudhry Zahur Elahi, and had in fact, given orders to the then Balochistan Governor Akbar Bugti to eliminate Chaudry Zahur Elahi. Akbar Bugti refused the orders. Pakistan National Alliance gained momentum following the 1977 rigged elections, when General Zia-ul-Haq seized power and announced to hold fresh elections.

Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was released from jail and he launched his election campaign from Gujrat and Constituency No.3 of Lahore against Bhutto. However, these elections were postponed. Due to the deteriorating financial situation of the nationalized industries, the Zia regime decided to return these industries to their original owners. The Chaudhry family took charge of their flourmills with a new determination.

Following General Zia’s actions against the Bhutto family, Murtaza Bhutto formed Al - Zulfiqar, a terrorist organization. Chaudhry Zahur Elahi was the first victim of Al - Zulfiqar when he was assassinated in Lahore in September 1981. Murtaza Bhutto publicly accepted responsibility for the assassination in his interview with BBC.

At this juncture, the Chaudhry family decided that Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi (sons of the two brothers) should take charge of the family business as well as to enter politics. In 1982, Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Chairman of District Council Gujrat and remained Chairman for several years due to his popularity. In the 1985 non-party based elections, Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly respectively.

Despite being their political responsibilities, both cousin brothers attended to their business as well. In 1987, the family diversified into the sugar industry. They set up two sugar mills, at Mian Channu (Khanewal) and at Phalia (Mandi Bahauddin). The family also expanded their textile business by entering spinning and cotton yarn in 1990-91 and consequently set up two separate units in Gujrat and Mandi Bahauddin.

In 1988 Benazir Bhutto came to power and followed the footsteps of her family in victimizing the Chaudhry family. Her government issued orders to all banks to stop issuing working capital to the industrial units owned by the Chaudries , thus making them engineered defaulters. The family sought relief from the courts and continued their business on borrowing from the private sector. In 1997 when he interim Government announced that no one would be allowed to contest in the elections without clearing their loans, the family faced serious financial problems. They managed to sell their sugar and cotton yarn in advance for coming two years at lower rates to repay their loans. Upholding their family values, the Chaudries have paid billions of Rupees in the form of various taxes and duties and continues to do so. The family has neither applied nor got any loan written off. Individually Chaudhry Shujat and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi are among the politicians paying highest taxes.

From 1993-97, several fictitious cases were registered against Chaudhry Shujat Hussain and Chaudhry Parvez Elahi. They were detained in Adiyla Jail Rawalpindi for several months. In the 1997 election, the two cousins were elected to the National Assembly and Punjab Assembly with majority votes and held important ministries. Chaudry Shujaat Hussain was the Interior Minister while Chaudhry Parvez Elahi was elected Speaker of the Punjab Assembly with overwhelming majority.

Till date, the Chaudries continue to devote their time towards the social and political welfare of Pakistan. Chaudry Shujaat Hussain and Chaudry Parvez Elahi are still an integral part of the Pakistan Muslim League’s core and are committed in doing their part for Pakistan’s prosperity. The modestjourney, which started from Gujrat in 1939, continues. The present military government awarded the Chaudries by awarding them a “Character Certificate” in November 1999. On the business end, the FPCCI honored Kunjah Textiles, with an award in textile export excellence. Although the family has been plagued by victimization from their political enemies and has suffered many hardships, they continue to build the foundation laid by their forefathers. The family has the prayers of thousands of families and well-wishers and hence, the march is continuing by the Grace of Allah.

Education
He studied at Forman Christian College completed graduation in 1967, and obtained a diploma in Industrial Management from the University of Oxford.

Political Carrier
He became chairman of the Gujrat district council in 1983 and has been serving as an MPA (Member of Provincial Assembly) of the Provincial Assembly of the Punjab since 1985.

He served as Minister for Local Government and Rural Development during 1985-88, 1988-90 and 1990-93. He was Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the Punjab Assembly during 1993-96, and also the Leader of the Opposition later. He was the Speaker of the Punjab Assembly during 1997-99.

In the elections of 2002, he was elected for a sixth consecutive term from two constituencies - PP-110 (Gujrat) and PP-292 (Rahim Yar Khan). On November 29, 2002, he was inducted as the Chief Minister of Punjab, serving until November 22, 2007, when the five-year mandate ended for the provincial assembly of Punjab. He is also the President of his political party, Pakistan Muslim League (Q) in Punjab. On 24 July 2006 he was elected, second time unopposed, the President of the PML for next three years.

He has been praised for making great contributions to agriculture and irrigation, education, health, IT, public sector development, infrastructure, supply of gas and electricity and law and order while serving as Chief Minister of Punjab. He has also faced criticism for the appointment of cronies. For the first time in Punjab, all citizens were offered all levels of health care and medical facilities completely free of cost.

Thousand of water courses were bricklined. For the first time in Lahore, traffic was controlled by traffic wardens.[5] Even his most fierce rivals have acknowledged his work.

2008 election

In the February 2008 parliamentary election, Elahi ran for the National Assembly as a PML-Q candidate, and it was believed that the party wanted him to become Prime Minister after the election, although it did not officially declare him as its candidate for the position. He ran for the seats NA-58 in Attock, NA-61 in Chakwal, and NA-187 in Bahawalpur, along with two provincial assembly seats. After the election, he was reported to have won the National Assembly seat in Attock but lost the other two.

Despite the PML-Q's defeat in the election, Elahi said that he thought the party had still performed well enough to take part in a future government. His cousin and brother-in-law Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain served as the Prime Minister of Pakistan from May to August 2004. He was the parliamentary leader of the ruling PML (Q) party during the period 2002-2007. He is also the Punjab President of PML-Q and was leader of the opposition in the National Assembly, He gave his resignation to Dr. Fahmida Mirza on 14 September 2008. The new opposition leader is from PML (N) Mr Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan. According to the people of Punjab he is the best chief minister of the Punjab that the province has ever seen and also he is one of the most popular political leader of the Punjab. Critics says that pervaiz elahi is the biggest threat to the Nawaz Sharif. Chaudry Pervaiz Elahi is a very respectable figure in the province of Punjab.

Pervaiz Elahi vs Nawaz Sharif
President Pakistan Muslim League Punjab and former Chief Minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi has said that the competition in the general elections will be held between those who dismembered the country and who saved Pakistan.

He said that Sharifs have become equally responsible for this national crime by uniting with those who bifurcated the homeland. Nawaz Sharif had started his political career after taking ministry during Martial Law. He said those who left the country in the darkness of night after leaving their party workers, will be held accountable. He was of the view that the electoral alliance between N league and the PPP will benefit the Pakistan Muslim League rather than any loss.

He was addressing the party delegations at his residence here on Thursday.

Chaudhry Parvez Elahi said that claimants of democracy are conspiring against the basic democratic institutions. He said the victory of the PML will be people’s victory in the elections, therefore, it makes no difference if the PPP accepts it or not. Benazir is blaming for rigging before elections on the one hand and dreaming of making government on the other hand, he added. The PPP could not fulfill the promise of Roti, Kapra aur Makan even after enjoying power many times, he said.

Chaudhry Parvez Elahi said that people will not come into the traps of Nawaz Sharif. He said the PML believed in the service of the public and its last government proved it. He said the people would vote for those who tried to serve and develop the country. The people will never come in the trap of PPP as well, and the sun on 8th January will rise with the victory of the PML, he hoped.

2008 election
In the February 2008 parliamentary election, Elahi ran for the National Assembly seats as a PML-Q candidate, and it was believed that the party wanted him to become Prime Minister after the election, although not officially declared as the candidate for premiership.[1] He ran for the seats NA-58 in Attock, NA-61 in Chakwal, and NA-187 in Bahawalpur,[2], however. Elahi was the PML-Q's candidate for Prime Minister following the election; in the parliamentary vote, held on 24 March 2008, he was defeated by Yousaf Raza Gillani of the PPP, receiving 42 votes against 264 for Gillani.[3]
His son Moonis Elahi also participated in the elections. After a very publicized campaign which cost the PML Q a lot in terms of finance, Moonis Elahi lost the provincial assembly seat from Lahore he was running for, however he won the provincial assembly seat from Gujrat and was elected to the Punjab assembly for the first time.

Elahi is still the party president of PML Q in Punjab and is gearing up his party for the next election.

Moonis Elahi



Moonis Elahi
Moonis Elahi is a Pakistani politician. He is the elder son of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, former Chief Minister of Punjab (Pakistan), nephew of Chaudhry Shujat Hussain, former Prime Minister of Pakistan, and grandson of Chaudhry Zahoor Elahi (Late).

Elahi was born on 12 April 1976 at Lahore. He studied at Lahore American School till 11th grade and from there he moved to the London American School. He then went on to pursue a degree in business from Wharton School of Business, Pennsylvania, USA and graduated from there in 1999.

Background And Biography
Moonis Elahi was born in Lahore in April 1976. Moonis Elahi political ancestry stems from both Moonis Elahi's maternal (grand-father Chaudhry Zahur Elahi and uncle Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain) and paternal side (father Chaudhry Parvez Elahi). After graduating from the Wharton School of Business in 1999, Moonis Elahi returned to Pakistan to begin his career in his family business. He is

Political career
Moonis Elahi took part in the general election held on 18 February 2008 for the first time and contested from two provincial constituencies. He got narrowly defeated from Lahore PP-152 and won with an overwhelming majority from his native seat PP-110 Gujrat.

Chaudhry Shafaat Hussain
Chaudhry Shafaat Hussain is the current Nazim (mayor) of the district of Gujrat, Pakistan. He is the younger brother of former Prime Minister of Pakistan, Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain and the son-in-law of the distinguished Pakistani political figure Gul Hameed Khan Rokhri.
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Most of the major political parties are run on a family basis. The glaring example of this trend is PPP's Bhutto family. (© Rashdan)

In line with most of the countries in South Asia, Pakistan has a type of politics that revolves around a few powerful families. These families have been ruling the only nuclear Islamic state for the last 60 years. 

Except for a few cosmopolitan cities, most of the constituencies are inherited by prominent families since August 14, 1947, the day this South Asian Islamic state obtained its independence from the British rule. In 1985, former Pakistani finance minister Dr. Mahbub-ul-Haq revealed in a detailed study that Pakistan was being ruled by merely 22 big families since 1947.
These families enjoy more influence in Punjab (the most populous province and the power base of the country's politics), Sindh (the second largest province), and Balochistan, which borders Iran and Afghanistan.
However, the family-oriented politics has considerably eroded in the Northwest Frontier Province (NWFP), which touches the war-torn Afghanistan, with the incursion of politicians belonging to a middle-income bracket into politics, especially after 9/11. According to Dr. Mahbub-ul-Haq, these families consider their respective constituencies their states and never allow middle- or lower-middle-class politicians to emerge as a threat to their political domination.
Up to the 1980s, some of these families opposed opening schools and colleges in their respective constituencies, fearing the emergence of an educated class that might challenge their domination. This feudal influence is more evident in Pakistan's rural politics. These families control the hearts and minds of the local population through the huge lands they own.
A detailed study revealed that Pakistan has been ruled by merely 22 big families since 1947. Most of the constituencies are inherited by them.
Farmers and growers who work in their lands are not merely their employees but also their voters as well as their workers in the electoral campaigns. In return, the feudal families provide livelihood to these poor people in the form of wheat, rice, sugar, and other essential commodities on annual basis.
Although some of the famous feudal names were marginalized after the  independence, the feudal dominance endured as these feudal individuals have been only replaced by other powerful families.
Ironically, all the major political and religious parties, with a couple of exceptions, are run on a family basis. After the death of the father or mother, there are no elections for the next party leader. This is true even in the religious parties. There is always a nomination. A son or a daughter is nominated as the party head after his or her father's or mother's death.
The glaring example of this trend is the nomination of Bilawal Zardari, the 19-year-old son of Pakistan's slain prime minister Benazir Bhutto, who was assassinated on December 27, 2007, in the garrison city of Rawalpindi at a public meeting. The Bhuttos are just one of many other families that dominate the Pakistani political scene.
Bhutto Family
After Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was hanged, his wife was appointed new party chief. She later appointed her daughter Benazir Bhutto to the position of co-chairperson of the party.
The Bhutto family entered in the political arena of Pakistan in 1965 when Zulfikar Ali Bhutto joined the cabinet of the then military ruler Gen. Ayub Khan as a junior minister. It is worth mentioning that Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's father, Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto, was also a prime minister of Bombay state (now Mumbai, India) during the British era. In 1967, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was appointed foreign minister of Pakistan. He then formed the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) in 1969, and in the 1970 elections, his party swept the polls in West Pakistan.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was elected prime minister in 1973. In 1977, he called the elections, but these elections were marred by allegations of widespread rigging. Taking advantage of the political unrest in the country, the then military chief Gen. Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq seized the power and ruled the country for the next 11 years.
 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was hanged on July 5, 1979. After his death, his Iranian-born wife, Nusrat Bhutto, was appointed new party chief. She later appointed her daughter Benazir Bhutto to the position of co-chairperson of the party. Benazir Bhutto served as the country's prime minister twice: from 1988 to 1990 and from 1993 to 1996. Both of her governments were dismissed on charges of corruption, misuse of authority, and extrajudicial killings. After her assassination, her son, who is currently studying at Oxford University, was appointed party chairman, even in the presence of senior party leaders. But, to their bad luck, they do not belong to the Bhutto family.
The Bhutto tribe is not a very big tribe in Pakistan. However, after the hanging of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, this family strongly gripped the country's politics, riding on a sympathy wave, which once again worked in the last elections and helped the PPP emerge as the largest party.
Sharif Family
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Former PM Nawaz Sharif (L) and his brother, former Punjab chief minister Shahbaz Sharif, sit beside the grave of their father.
The Sharif family jumped into the political fray in 1979 when Nawaz Sharif, backed by a strong industrial background, joined the cabinet of Gen. Zia-ul-Haq. He became the chief minister of the Punjab province in 1985, and he was elected prime minister in 1990. His government was dismissed by President Ghulam Ishaq Khan on the same charges leveled against Benazir Bhutto's government. 

Nawaz Sharif was elected prime minister for the second time in 1997; however, his second government could not complete its term as well, as it was toppled by Gen. Pervez Musharraf in a military coup in October 1999. Nawaz Sharif's brother, Shahbaz Sharif, served as chief minister of Punjab from 1997 to 1999. His brother, Abbass Sharif, served as a parliamentarian, while his nephew is also contesting a seat in Parliament for his hometown Lahore.
In 2002, Nawaz Sharif appointed Shahbaz Sharif to the position of head of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and appointed himself to the position of patron of the party. The Sharif family is the most influential family in the Punjab province, especially in the urban areas.
Mian Family
Rather than a family, this is considered a bunch of bigwigs belonging to the Arain community, which is one of the biggest communities in Pakistan. It shares around 30 million of the total population of 160 million. However, most members of this community belong to the middle class, yet a bunch of Mian bigwigs, backed by the sinews of communal affinity, has been in the corridors of power for the last 60 years.
The Arains trace their roots to the Arab region. Their ancestors came as soldiers to the united India with an Arab commander, Muhammad bin Qasim, who invaded and conquered this area in 712 CE. Their majority migrated from Indian Punjab to Pakistani Punjab in 1947 amid a massive bloodshed. In every assembly, the Arains have a strong representation. They are basically farmers and landlords who reside in Punjab, Sindh, and some parts of Balochistan.
Chaudhry family
Some of these families opposed opening schools and colleges in their constituencies fearing the emergence of an educated class that might challenge their domination.
This family belongs to the Jat community, mostly based in rural Punjab. Jat is the second largest community in Pakistan. It comprises around 25 million people. They are known as the "locals," as they converted to Islam from Sikhism. The Jats are usually landlords who reside in the northern and central parts of Punjab. The Chaudhrys usually have the largest representation in Parliament.
They had been associated with Nawaz Sharif until 1999. However, after the dismissal of his government, they joined hands with Pervez Musharraf. Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain is not merely the head of this family but also the president of the pro-Musharraf Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q), which emerged as the third largest group in the February 18, 2008 elections. He also served as interim prime minister for three months in 2004. Chaudhry Pervez Illahi, a cousin of Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, served as the Punjab chief minister in the last government for five years.
Rashdi Family
Pir Sahib Pagara, the head of his Pakistan Muslim League-Functional (PML-F), is known as the "civilian army chief of Pakistan" because of his close and long-ago relation with the country's powerful army. His father, Sibghatullah Shah Rashdi, earned a great respect when he launched an armed struggle against the British occupation in 1930. Sibghatullah Shah Rashdi was later hanged by the British government in the 1940s and was buried at an unknown place. Pagara is a religious-cum-political figure. He has various strong pockets in Sindh, where his candidates have been winning for more than four decades. Pagara dubs himself a GHQ (general headquarters of army) man .
Bhatti family
Farmers and growers who work in these families' lands are not merely employees but also voters and workers in the electoral campaigns.
This is another influential family whose members have always been in Parliament and in politics. This family stands stronger in the rural areas of northern and central Punjab in line with the Chaudhrys. The Bhatti family belongs to the Rajput clan. They have a reputation of martialism. They are also converted Muslims who actually belonged to the Kashatri cast of Hindus, who are considered good soldiers.
Rajput is an influential community in Punjab and the rest of the country, though they are not great in numbers. However, they hold a major portion of the rich agricultural lands in the country. They have a huge representation in the country's politically powerful army.
Syeds
 
The Syeds claim to belong to the Hashimites, a tribe having common ancestry with the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). It is the most respected community in Pakistan, and it always has a large representation in Parliament. Their influence is more evident in Punjab and Sindh, where the locals pay a huge respect to them because they belong to the Hashimites. Most of the chief ministers of Sindh belong to the Syeds.

Qureshi Family
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Shah Mehmood Qureshi, currently one of the frontrunners for the post of prime minister, heads the Qureshi family.
This family is based in Multan, the largest and richest city of southern Punjab. The Qureshis have always been loyal to the rulers. During World War II, they not only provided the British army with mercenaries but also helped the government crush the local Mujahideen, who were struggling against the foreign occupation. In return for their services for the British Crown, they were allotted huge agricultural lands in Punjab. Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi, a former minister and now one of the frontrunners for the post of prime minister, heads this family.

Surprisingly, although a religious figure and head of his Ghousia clan, Qureshi opts for secular politics. His mureeds (disciples) are badly poor and illiterate people in Pakistan, while Qureshi and all his family members had foreign education. No change in the living standard and lifestyle of those disciples, especially with regard to education, has occurred in spite of the fact that their spiritual leader has been wandering in the corridors of power for more than two decades.

Gillani Family 

The Gillanis have always been a strong pillar of every government. Thanks to their division into two subcasts, the Gillanis hold to both the opposition and the government simultaneously. One group of this family supports the PPP, while the rival group backs Pakistan Muslim League. Their power base is also the city of Multan.
Awan or Malik Family
It is another powerful family in Punjab and Sindh whose members claim to be the siblings of Fatimah, the daughter of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him). Members of this community always stick to the corridors of power. They are based in the northern and northwestern parts of Punjab. Various Pakistani prime ministers and chief ministers belong to this family.
Khosa Family
No change in the living standard and lifestyle of Qureshi's disciples has occurred, though their spiritual leader has been wandering in the corridors of power for more than two decades.
The Khosa family has a Baloch origin; however, its members are spread all over Punjab and Sindh, as well. They comprise one of the powerful tribes of Balochistan, Sindh, and southern Punjab. Sardar Zulfiqar Khosa, a former governor of Punjab and incumbent provincial president of Nawaz Sharif's PML-N, is the head of this family. The members of this family win various national and provincial assembly seats in southern Punjab and upper Sindh.
The Khosa family is a typical feudal family. The districts of Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaffer Garh, Rajanpur, and Kashmor are strongholds of this family, where a majority of the population lives below poverty line. Thus, scores of the inhabitants of these districts depend on the local landlords and chieftains, including the Khosas, who own large agricultural lands in these areas.
Jatoi Family
Former prime minister Ghulam Mustafa Khan Jatoi is the head of this family, which has strong roots in the interior parts of Sindh and southern parts of Punjab. Like the Khosa family, the Jatoi family originally belongs to Balochistan, but most of the Jatois now live in Sindh and Punjab and capture good representation in federal and provincial governments.
The district of Noshero Feroz of Sindh is considered the headquarters of the Jatoi family. Members of this family have been winning its constituencies for the last four decades. The Jatois were earlier associated with the PPP; however, they parted their way in 1985 and formed their own party with the name National People's Party (NPP).
Leghari
This is also an influential community of Punjab, Sindh, and Balochistan. Their power base is southern Punjab. Former president of Pakistan Farooq Ahmed Leghari is the head of this community.
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